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2015/2016 in Numbers

Annual Accounts Total income 15/16 - £446,778.89

Total raised and invested into the Shropshire community since 2008:

£1.43 MILLION

 23% Community Sports - £102, 291.90

15% Education - £67,440.70

13% Health & Inclusion - £59,571.91

18% NCS - £78,968.68

5% Fundraising - £20,996

11% South Shropshire Regional Hub - £49,967.20

3% Facilities - £12,392.50

12% Core Grants - £55,149

72% Charitable Activities

28% Support Costs

Direct Expenses - £322,828.06

Overheads - £123,950.83

Surplus - £10,677.77



Introduction
Every football club strives 
to put a winning team onto 
the pitch but I have always 
believed that a football club 
has a bigger responsibility 
above and beyond a score 
line.

Shrewsbury Town Football 
Club has an ability to engage, 
inspire and strengthen the 
local community. The work 

that Shrewsbury Town in the Community deliver across 
Shropshire on our behalf is vital to the future growth 
and direction of the football club.

Once again the past 12 months has seen an increase 
in the people we engage through a diverse range of 
projects. We have seen people become more active, 

It has been an incredibly 
positive year for Shrewsbury 
Town in the Community. 
We really have achieved 
our mission of utilising the 
power of sport to make a 
genuine difference within the 
community we live in.

As an organisation we have 
grown considerably in our 
turnover, employees and 
projects delivered.

The previous 12 months has seen the organisation 
surpass the million pound mark of investment into 
our local community since becoming a charity in 
2008. Coupled with a record annual turnover of 
almost £500,000 this has allowed us to invest in our 
facilities and staff to ensure we retain, recruit and most 
importantly develop our hard working employees.

The impact our programmes are starting to make has 
been unbelievable. With over 7,000 unique participants 
receiving 3,129 hours of organised delivery, we are 

rightly proud of the outcomes that have been achieved 
to a varied demographic across Shropshire.

Our focus moving forward must be to spend more time 
in obtaining feedback and insight from our customers 
and stakeholders on the quality and impact of our 
delivery and highlight where we can improve in the 
future. I am incredibly lucky to have a truly dedicated 
workforce that share the same ambition to always 
progress and better themselves and the activities that 
they are involved in.  

When you reflect on what has arguably been the 
organisations most successful year to date, we 
must remember the privileged position we are in to 
represent Shrewsbury Town Football Club within the 
heart of our community and rest assured we will be 
looking to raise the bar further in 2016/17. 

I would like to thank the Football Club, staff and 
participants; without them, none of the amazing work 
that continues to be delivered would be possible.

Jamie Edwards

Roland Wycherley
Chairman, Shrewsbury Town FC

Head of Community

Patron – Roland Wycherley
Ambassadors – Steve Cross, Andrew Tretton, Dave Edwards
Trustees – Ryan Jervis, James Hughes, Mandy Thorn, Nick Jones, Mark Bramall, Huw Dolphin
Staff FT/PT – 16 Full Time & 15 Part Time

creating a healthy community. We have seen higher 
school attainment levels, creating an educated 
community and finally we have seen interaction from 
the young supporting their local team.

Rest assured the work does not stop. As a football club 
we will ensure that Shrewsbury Town in the Community 
continue to deliver an inclusive programme that is 
underpinned by high standards and professionalism that 
clearly demonstrates the commitment that Shrewsbury 
Town Football Club has to the local community.
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Increasing Participation in Sport

After School Clubs - We offer a wide variety of afterschool clubs to suit all age groups. 
Sessions are designed to provide a safe and enjoyable environment in which participants 
can improve their skills, have fun and socialize with their friends. Activities include Football, 
Multi-Skills, Tag-Rugby, Tri-Golf and many more.

Skillz Centre - Our midweek Skillz Centre sessions provides the children with the skills they 
need to play the beautiful game. Open to children aged 4 to 12, anyone can join in and take 
their game to the next level.

Advanced Development Centre (ADC) - An invite only programme which looks to provide 
opportunities for players between the ages of 7-12 years to benefit from advanced coaching. 
Sessions are designed to develop the skills relevant to the modern game for all players, 
across all positions and for players to be comfortable in all areas of the pitch.
 
Holiday Soccer School - During School holidays we deliver our popular Holiday Coaching 
courses at numerous venues across Shropshire. Our Soccer Schools aim to provide a safe 
and enjoyable environment for children aged 5 to 12 and give them the opportunity to 
practice their skills, take part in tournaments, make new friends and have fun whilst being 
coached by our highly skilled team.

Matchday Experience - A behind the scenes look at the only Football League Club in 
Shropshire. Our Matchday Experience offer local junior football clubs and community groups 
a chance to meet first team players, have a tour of the stadium and a coaching session by 
Shrewsbury Town in the Community staff.

Mini Kickers - Playing right next to the Greenhous Meadow, Shrewsbury Town in the 
Community provides 4 to 7 year olds with a fun introduction to football and a great 
opportunity to make new friends.

Gameplay - Working in conjunction with Shrewsbury Powerleague, Shrewsbury Town in the 
Community offer progressive weekend football coaching sessions for children aged 8-12 to 
enjoy in a fun and relaxed environment.

560 1,936 2,028
UNIQUE PARTICIPANTS 

ENGAGED IN OUR AFTER 
SCHOOL CLUBS

TOOK PART IN OUR HOLIDAY 
SOCCER SCHOOLS

UNIQUE PARTICIPANTS HAVE 
ENGAGED IN IN 1295 HOURS 

OF DELIVERY
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George has been a member of the Shrewsbury 
Town in the Community South Shropshire Advanced 
Development Centre for the past nine months and has 
now signed for Shrewsbury Town FC’s Academy.

The local youngster, who attends Bishop Hooper 
Primary School in South Shropshire, is a prime example 
of the opportunities that the ADC gives to talented 
local players and George is testament to the pathway 
that they hope will be followed by more youngsters 
making it into the Club’s academy.

Shrewsbury Town in the Community created the 
Advanced Development Centre in South Shropshire 
in October 2015 and Regional Development Manager 
Steve Brotherwood was delighted with the progress 
being made.

“We are delighted that George has 
secured a place within the academy. 
He has an excellent attitude 
to learning coupled with some 
excellent technical ability”

George’s mum, Kerry, is equally pleased to see the 
progress made by her son.

“We are so pleased with George’s progression and are 
over the moon that he has signed for the Under 9’s. 
Every one of his coaches has helped develop George’s 
skills and attitude and we have seen a positive change 
in his commitment to being fit and healthy. We, as 
a family, are excited about next season and looking 
forward to watching George learn and grow.”

“We can’t thank Shrewsbury Town 
enough for their commitment and 
support to get George where he is”

Case Study George Crump
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NCS - A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for 15 to 17 year-olds to build skills for work and life, 
while meeting new friends and taking on new challenges in the local community. Shrewsbury 
Town in the Community delivers NCS as part of the NCS Network.

Meadow Memories - A project that will support football fans living with dementia whilst 
contributing towards alleviating loneliness. At the heart of the project is the use of football 
and sports reminiscence to engage with and improve the well-being of older people (age 50+) 
including those living with dementia.

Heads Up - A mental health football drop in session where people are able to get into their 
community to enjoy a game of football and socialise with people that may face the same day 
to day challenges as themselves.

Street Games - Delivered across Shrewsbury in areas of deprivation providing young people 
the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of sport regardless of household income.

Developing Community Engagement

NCS - Our programme was ranked 3rd out of 72 football league 
clubs after completion of the Autumn 2015 programme.

Isla Taylor is about to embark on a coaching role for Shrewsbury Town in the Community to 
assist with their National Citizen Service programme. The 17-year-old recently completed the 
course herself and wants to use her knowledge and experience to help others complete their 
own journey.Having been impressed with Isla’s confidence and leadership ability, Education 
and Inclusion Manager, Jade Hibbert, asked if Isla would be interested in coming back and 
supporting the programme in a more senior role – it took Isla less than 24 hours to say yes!

Case Study Isla Taylor - NCS

“Because I have gone through it myself, 
I now want to come and help people on their 
efforts through the programme. I want to 
help people find their strengths and support 
them however I can.” 



“I got to make new friends and see 
old ones that were on the course 
who had gone to different schools. 
I enjoyed witnessing others coming 
out of their shells and leading the 
groups. It was great seeing everyone 
get involved and having a laugh.”

“I would advise anyone who is 
thinking about doing it to come with 
an open mind. Yes you can come 
with friends but you will always make 
new friends on the course. It’s like 
a big family. You can really have a 
laugh with the leaders too and you 
get along with them so well.”

“I love it. I love people becoming 
more confident and being part of 
a team. The life skills are brilliant 
because you don’t get taught that 
at school so it is like a first glance 
of what is to come when you 
are older.”
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Supporting Education

800+ 1,080
RECEIVED THE LITERACY PROJECT 
‘READING THE GAME’ DURING THE 

2015/16 ACADEMIC YEAR

VOLUNTARY HOURS HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETED IN 2015/16

Reading the Game - Our programme uses the motivational power of football to inspire young 
people to read more, improve their writing and improve their PE skills. It delivers statutory 
requirements of the new national curriculum. Every child will receive a unique Shrewsbury 
Town Football Club workbook that will be used to complete the classroom section of 
each session. The workbooks have been designed in consultation with experts from the 
Educational sector.

Stadium Education - Our Stadium Education experience has been a huge success for each 
school or group that has visited. The Lakelands Academy combined their tour of the stadium 
with our Literacy project Reading the Game, English teacher Emily Douthwaite said “I would 
like to say thank you for today, the pupils really enjoyed it! I have never seen them so focused 
and engaged. We were all really happy with the day and would definitely like to work with the 
club in the near future!”.

Football & Education - Level Three Extended Diploma in Football and Education.
The football and education works in partnership with Shrewsbury Colleges Group to give 
16-18 year olds the best opportunity to gain a BTEC qualification while training and competing 
in an elite football programme. 

PL School Sport - Working in partnership with the Premier League Charitable Fund, our 
aim was to enhance the quality of PE delivery in Shropshire and raise aspirations of children 
within school sport. Schools taking part in the Premier League School Sport programme used 
Shrewsbury Town in the Community to deliver a range of Lunch time clubs, after school clubs 
and curriculum time coaching. This was delivered in schools from across Shropshire and 
directly impacted on physical activity levels, behaviour in schools and the quality of school 
sport in the county.

SHREWSBURY COLLEGE

“This course has given me the opportunity 
to develop not just as a student but within 
myself as a female coach in Shropshire. 
I am keen to complete the five year education 
programme here at Shrewsbury Town in the 
Community by completing my foundation 
degree and the BSC in the future” 

Emma Higgs
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Foundation Degree in Community Football Coaching and Development - The degree has 
been designed in conjunction with the English Football League Trust and University of South 
Wales to identify the type of skills and qualities that are required to work within a professional 
football clubs community setting. Our Foundation Degree is delivered from the Greenhous 
Meadow. Four learners registered for this degree as year 1 students and 3 year two students 
were retained from the previous academic year.

“This foundation degree has given me 
outstanding opportunities to develop 
as a coach and as an individual. 
I have been able to experience the 
real working environment within 
a professional football club” 

Jake Mullinder

Mereside Primary School have a close relationship 
with Shrewsbury Town in the Community. Not only is 
the school just around the corner from the Greenhous 
Meadow, but they have been working closely to deliver 
quality programmes to their pupils, as Deputy Head 
Jason Gathercole explains: 

“We’ve had Shrewsbury Town in the Community in 
a couple of times now with their Reading the Game 
project where we are inspiring our Year 3 and 4s to 
increase their love of reading through sport. Reading 
the Game really inspired, particularly the boys, to read 
an awful lot more.”

Thanks to the Community’s connection with the 
Shrewsbury Town first-team, they are able to offer 
Mereside pupils the opportunities to meet players, 

“We’ve had a couple of player visits 
that have really inspired the students 
and teachers as well. Dom Smith 
was one of the players to visit and 
ironically he was actually taught by 
one of the teachers at our school.
The pupils were just over the moon 
to see the players and Dom really 
reinforced the importance of 
working hard to get to where you 
want to go.”

Case Study Reading the Game

“To have a local lad go through that 
process and see what he does in the 
classroom impacts on what he does 
for his career – then that message of 
dedication and sticking at things is 
really superb and very inspiring.”

“Parents were really keen to support this as it’s their 
local club and they’re really happy that we’ve got a link 
with the club that they’ve been brought up supporting. 
They’ve seen how the work has affected their children 
really positively within school so it’s been superb. 
Everybody’s happy.”

“I would absolutely recommend 
this to any other schools. It’s been 
wonderful for both the boys and 
the girls to get inspired to read 
and to reinforce that message that 
dedication can get you where you 
want to go.”



Thomas Carr and Jacob Sambrook are two Mereside 
Pupils in Year 6 and they have both been thrilled to 
have Shrewsbury Town influence their school life.

Jacob, who aims to one day play for Shrewsbury Town 
said:

“It was good having players come 
in. I’ve watched Shrewsbury since 
I was really young and I’ve always 
liked meeting players and having the 
experience to see them.”

“I definitely want to try and be a 
professional football player when I 
grow up and play for Shrewsbury. 
Dom inspired me to keep going and 
working hard to see if my dream can 
come true.”

Classmate Thomas had another connection with Dom 
Smith:

“My Dad actually taught Dom when 
he was in school. He told me that as 
well as football Dom worked really 
hard. I think that’s really key because 
as well as doing football you still 
need a good education.”

“Dom was really interesting to talk 
to and it was fun to find out what 
it’s actually like to be a professional 
footballer. I think it has inspired 
our school.”
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Inspiring a Healthy Lifestyle

Girls Only Fitness - A girls only fitness session, where 
females come to enjoy exercises where there are no 
pressures of being in a gym environment. It is a great 
social session where we have fun and lots of laughs 
whilst experiencing different types of fitness sessions. 

Walking Football - This is a football session for 50+ 
where footballers walk instead of run so they can still 
enjoy and participate in football but at a slower pace.

Extra Time - A session for 50+ where men and women 
socialise and participate in multi-skills to improve their 
health and well-being. 

“The session is great as it gets me out the house and 
from this I made new friends who I now socialise with 
on a regular basis in and outside of the sessions” 

Joan Pierre - Extra Time participant
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SEN Curriculum Coaching - We offer FREE curriculum time coaching to SEN schools across 
Shropshire. In these sessions we focus on supporting the teachers and providing football and 
multi-skills sessions that work on developing different skills and playing together in a safe 
team environment.
 
Cerebral Palsy – A football session for children and young adults with cerebral palsy, 
whether the players are ambulant or are supported by frames or crutches we adapt the 
session to meet their needs yet challenge them to improve week by week. 

Down’s Syndrome Football – A programme which is supported by the DS Association 
to support the development of players, our passionate staff that work alongside each 
player to work to the individual needs of the footballer. 

Powerchair – A football session that proves anything is possible and dreams to play football 
can always be achieved. This session supports and develops footballers in powerchairs from 
basic movements in the chairs to ball skills to game play. 

Short Breaks – An ‘All in’ activity programme where children play football and multi-skills 
to develop various skills while provide parents and carers a much deserved break.

PAN – A football session where footballers with differing impairments play together 
and continue to develop as a team. This is an exit route from our Talent Identification 
Programme where players can continue to grow and develop in their football journey 
regardless of their ability. 

TIPS – The FA Talent Identification Programme where 
players could potentially be signposted into the England 
Pathway. The programme consists of an England Talent 
Day to recruit players with visual impairments, hearing 
impairments, learning disabilities, cerebral palsy and 
amputees. Participants from the England talent day will 
be recruited onto a six week TIP where the players are 
assessed and to identify their next step at grassroots, 
regional talent centre or mainstream activity. 

FFD - The Female Football Development Programme 
sees females aged between 14 – 18 engage in Football 
delivered by Football League Clubs all over the country 
in partnership with the FA. Last year saw all records 
broken finishing the year seeing 831 girls throughout 18 
different schools.

Creating Opportunities

Disability - We currently deliver sessions to over 80 participants each week within our 
disability provision of which we are always striving to increase. This provision is forever 

growing to create sessions that are inclusive and meet specific needs.
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“Shrewsbury Town has been the best 
performing club in the country with 
the highest engagement numbers. 
To add, exit routes have been fully 
utilised and many girls have been 
retained in football” 

Nicol Meredith EFLT Project Manager

Evan White has been attending the Shrewsbury Town in 
the Community Disability Football sessions for over two 
years. Evan suffers from Down Syndrome and he was 
introduced to the scheme through the Shropshire Down 
Syndrome Association by Martin, who is a coach for 
Shrewsbury Town in the Community.

His father Jamie, feels it’s a great experience for Evan 
who didn’t have the chance to play before he joined 
the programme: 

“Before the sessions he wasn’t 
playing any football so we thought 
it would be a good way to introduce 
him to the game through the 
coaching at the club. He has really 
enjoyed the sessions and it has been 
great for him to play football with 
some children at the same age and 
with children that are older as well”

Case Study Evan White - Disability Football

Jamie hopes that one day the skills Evan has picked 
up from the programme will allow him to attend 
mainstream football sessions:

“This has been a great introduction 
for Evan to get used to football 
and understand how the coaching 
sessions are structured. He knows 
he has to listen to the coaches and 
understands what he has to do.”

“It’s fantastic and hopefully one 
day he may be able to go to a 
mainstream football club as well 
as coming here”

“The coaches have done a great job 
to get him interested in football and 
his skills have really improved,
I just hope he continues playing 
because he loves it”
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Player Engagement / Fundraising

352
PLAYER APPEARANCES DURING THE 

2015/2016 SEASON

Fundraising in 2015/2016 exceeded expectations mainly due to significant events occurring 
such as The Snowdon Challenge, Family Footgolf, Bubble Football, Celebrity Football match 
and the Annual Golf Day really setting the bar in engaging members of the local community in 
a variety of activities.

I’ve taken part in challenges before but never one 
that combined cycling, hiking and kayaking. 

Being a Trustee I am very aware of how much 
fantastic work the charity does so signing up 
was an easy decision. The Snowdon Challenge 
itself was a real physical and mental challenge 
and should not be taken lightly. I think the group 
fitness sessions in the weeks leading up to the 
event helped to bond the team together and it 
meant that the camaraderie amongst the group 
was brilliant so anyone struggling was amongst 
friends and helped along either with a smile, some 
motivational words or a jelly baby! 

Spending quality time with a couple of legends 
from my STFC supporting childhood (Steve Cross 
and Carlton Leonard) made the event even more 
memorable for me.

Case Study – Snowdon Challenge
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Wembley National Stadium Trust 
Disability - Following the growth of our Disability programme 
we have successfully secured almost £60,000 in funding from 
the Wembley National Stadium Trust to further increase our 
provision of disability sport. This will include a key partnership with 
Severndale Specialist Academy in Shrewsbury.

University of South Wales
Higher Education - 2016/17 will see our offer Higher Education 
programme in partnership with USW increase to offer a BSC 
in Football Coaching, Development and Administration. Our 
Education pathway now has a genuine route into employment 
within the organisation.

Premier League
PL Girls – After the successful delivery of the Female Football 
Development we will be delivering the Premier League Girls 
programme across Shropshire. We will deliver girls only football 
sessions aimed at secondary school age and above engaging over 
150 girls over a 30-week period.  

PL Primary Stars – Following a successful bid to the Premier League 
Charitable Fund we will be delivering the nationwide Primary 
School initiative. Our ‘Champion Schools’ offer will become a key 
project within the organisation. 

Regional Talent Club
Our key relationship with the Shropshire FA has seen Shrewsbury 
Town in the Community granted a ‘tier 3’ license from the Football 
Association for the next 3 seasons. This will allow talented females 
compete on a national platform and provide a genuine pathway to 
our further education courses and beyond.

The Season Ahead...
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Principal Partners

Our Partners

SHREWSBURY COLLEGE

MBD

Matt Burgess Design

www.mattburgessdesign.uk
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